anity of the Slave-Tr 
rectin 
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. a ; Meeting 73 155 Providence 80. 
for aboliſhing the Slave- 
'T ade &c. held at Providence the _ 


8 2 44h of the 2d Month, called * 
ruatry, 1793. 
GEORGE BENSON 1 FP 


Fore this meeting a ſermon, preach- 


ed by Wrr. r TA PaTTEN, of New- 


port, upon the ſlave- trade; 3 which 


being read, It is ated unanimouſly, 
'That the thanks of this ſociety be 


' preſented to the author; and that he 


be requeſted to favour the ſociety 
with a copy for the preſs ; and 


GrokGE BENSON is deſired to com- 
1 municate to him the ſenſe of the ſo- 


ciety; and, if liberty be tra to 
| 3 the ſame to be printed. 
Extract from the Mi W 
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7 bol Vorbenr 7 deliver them that e 2c 05 1 | 
| death, and thoſe ibat are ready to be ſlain: 7 n 


 Bebold, wwe knew it not: doth not at that 
Pandireth the heart confider it ? and Nx that keepeth 


Op "oh dul, doth not as know' it? and ſhall mor HE 
en er mo Gt War e — ores « | 
* 1 EY IP" 1 A Þ E 


: 1 1E - tcp Nene _ As 55 en as. were 
_ oppreſſed, * they had no comforters. On the fide of 


their oppreſſors, there” was"power ; © but "they bad no 


_ comforter : en be e the Were . are 
ha dead. 5 3 


7 


kheir own country, and in ſhips during the con- 
finement of a paſſage, and in countries to which 


dia iſlands, eſpecially, they have ſuffered beyond 


1. 


r = 


for the ſtatutes in their favour have been ſo em- 
barraſſed with over-ruling connexions, as to be ren- 
dered without effect: and they have been without 
5. Protection from humanity; for even Women, 2 


5 W : 


©." Sven has ble re Rite oy by of hi ke wales. | 

- of Africa, till within a little ſeaſon. * From vari- 
ous accounts publiſhed on the ſubject, it appears 
the Africans have been oppreſſively afflicted in 


they have been tranſported: that in the Weſt- In- 
almoſt any other example of human miſery, and 


beyond their frength, and ng {HAM nd TOE to 


Tazy have been wandt protertiens from Joby 3 


=_ 4 = C G 0 
lim ww WÞ+ i, e.,> + 
e e 8 
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the Ates of whoſe-thara -1 eu- 
liar. reaſon to expect pity, have in ſome in- 
ſtances with, their own hands inflicted, and in 
others directed puniſhment, whic they ought, - 
i. commanded . Bp e * Wm n % 
ent. FEY'S mh WOT To on ROE 
4 
Vicrius to "theſe evik, the et have 
ſuffered oppreſſion in a ſevere ſenſe—are thoſe 
who have — ready 40 be flain, and in reſetener to 
whom it is, therefore, ſaid, F thou forbear to deliver 
them, and ſay, behold, we know it wot : doth nat be 
de pondereth . the heart confider it? and be who 
Zeepeth aby ſoul, doth not he know it ? wad Bl 1 he 
e to ee ng 5 bis works ? ; 


Is were matte and fon from the wirt of | 
Chriſtianity to aſſert, that they who have oppreff-. 
ed the Africans, have done it with a full know- 
| ledge of che evil, and againſt the convictions of 

conſcience, Principles, perceived and allowed to 
be ſrighi, it is not common for men deliberately. 
to violate. At leaſt this is not the ſin. intended in 
our ſubje&. But . perſons. may apprehend. Aa 
practice is wrong, and yet perſiſt in it. Ia- 
ſtead of examining, they may attempt to ſup- 
pteſs their ſuſpicion : , may not allow the light 
of truth and ſcripture to bine upon them, 
iſt they ſhopld be reproved. In this temper 
they are without excuſe, and chargeable witk 
thoſe injuries and ee arcs WP ant un- 

derſtand. 223 

184 is eee not only for what he - 
knows, but may know, A neglect to improve 
opportunities for information, and eſpecially 


— 


%. 


nf — — noe — Sek las which are A con- 
ence of the temper: and; in vain, in uch 
- will it he ſaid, $ebo/4/ we knew. then 


S 
- 2 chem. god-will _— 40 OL peri 1 


8 . 8: 
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the thoughts and actions of men. This is as ob- 
viaus as his ꝓerſect euiſtence. His: inſpection ia 
not e but deliberate: he pandoreth tbe 

beart - it is not partial, therefore, but. tha 
rough: 2 foul is fully known to him : its 
Plans, its arts, its evaſions, ar open in his ſight, 
and that be uu render to every. man arcording 
1 bit works, is ag obvious as the government 


of GD. It is declared in his word, and mani- 


g n ee e in * courſe of: enn 


3 _ re 110 T are 3 
hope... Without it, chere would-be no encourage- 
meat to induſtry, to plant the fioldas, or engage in 
any labours: and — only reaſon of 


folix to deviate from nature in puny common ac. 
tions, and madneſs: to be guilty af impropriety 
1:8 ere pe the loſtrine m more Fo” 
1 vinlly refrs. Bine ad 1157 5 „ 51 8. Ht wap 


. ee l 
Me, pea — with the ;njudice 


do not think it of ĩimportan 

d Eos . and diſapprove 22 
others. 

* . 


8 
ce to take any mea- 


185 ans of duty. 


be owing to ory 1 di 
of habits of foothty 
| — | 


r. Becauſe of its certainty, it would argus 
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In this ſenſe Gov: will render to every man accord- 
to bis works; To thoſe who cauſe eee 
he will retribute evils great as their fin, and ex- 
preſſi ve of it. Were he to inflict upon them no 
other than the evils _— have cauſed, their ſtate 


would be diſtreſſing. But we have reaſon to a * f 


Prehend their ſufferings will be enhaneed/ 
the retribution of oppreſſion is more pain- | 
ful than oppreſſion—is the miſery of miſe- 
ry. If this thought be dreadful, it is 4 rea- 
ſon for avoiding the puniſhment,” and for not 


88 the nice! and intentions of the Moe 
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Tan is, indeed, a difference greatly to ke 
advantage of ſome, in the — of the Afri- 
cans, in their own country, and in their tranſport- 


ation, and i in 8 - naar in e e are _ | 


e EW 3+ 8 $2.90 


ly placed. 18957 342-104 e 
| 4 


5; 7 * 
0 A : 


" 
Wax in Africa is not excined;-3 in all N by 


the expectation of trading veſſels, nor by the con- 


trivance of the captains. Thoſe ſold 9 0 


not, in all inſtances, condemned for only 1miag 
nary crimes, as a cloke for the avarice of r 
judges and kings. They are not; in all inſtances, 


ſtolen from their families, either ſeized by force, 


or inſnared by marks and: profeſſions of friend- 
ſhip. On their paſſage they are ſometimes treated 
with kindneſs, and in SEAT denen 'EX] 
humanity. 85 


* * * 


f Bur 7 any captain, ( or trader, enquire into ; 
the character f thoſe offered! for r and con- 
| t forfeited, their : 


erience 


R 1 . 


Jagion ar ſtate of ſickneſs, orin a 3 2 —.— 
at ſea, or even as human creatures ? If they be in 
health, and have pleaſant weather, are they not 


tos much conſined unmereifully crowded? But 
if fieks. or ersehen with A 5 how deplor- 5 
which ey endure. fickneſs are more Junger. 
ous to them than diſeaſe: and if any diſaſter be- 
fal the ne ws porn with kak a Sie i 
tei to nds N tR n 22k s 
row DES "A 
u if, 5 e 3 e 8 
2 arrive at the deſtined ports, is their inclina- 
tion or intereſt conſulted, and are they ſold onlx 
to thoſe maſters ſrom whom they may expect hu- 
mass treatment? Rather, are not the larger part 
ſold to the more unmerciful and cruel maſters? 
for ſuch, in conſequence of their ſeverity, loſe. 
gore [ſlaves than others: they have, there- 
fore, the larger number to purchaſe: and, ex- 
cepting the . rming of new plantations, more of 
_ the, Africans are ſold 5 «ob, _ 10 N 5 
mußzers. 45 $763 /JöͤöCͤö;12oZ!ßĩ 6 e 85 . 


bree dne circunaſtances, what is. 15 1 5 


n A.. 0 2 2 


Were 1 dia "RO of hb ag of Aae Fe at 
be ptöper to eobfider the principles on which they are enpoſed in 
market; for it is a maxim. not approved in the Amerzran ſtates, 
war indeed in. the preſent age 4.3 kings 25 do 0 rung. There 


eternat principles of rice and ? " bye kings ſhould be 


Soren equally. with bther men. T0. ws with kings, or other 
cl . in violation of theſe principle * * as wrong a8 to tra e 
A private perſon in violation of e 


Tut principle v dor eee ps eonſeguens A 
0 — r 119 4 tn: ad Fi He 
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facrifice to cuſtom and avarice, a ſcene of groſs op- 
preſſion, and cruel ſufferings? Of thoſe who ap- 
prove theſe evils, how great is the guilt? And 
unleſs they repent, how ſevere will be the puniſh-. 
ment? Doth not he, who pondoreth the beart, confider 
t? And he who keepeth the ſoul, doth not be know it? 
And ſhall not he render to every mon according to bis 
works 2 * P8020 Sr EY rr op 8 prophets 


FPR been induced to diſcourſe of this ſub- 
ject, not from any ſiniſter motive, either of wealth, 
or of fame. Nor have I been influenced by ma- 
ice. My heart is too ſimple for ſuch a deſign. 
Againſt whom ſaould I indulge malice ? But ha! 
thoſe cries! I muſt not pay ſo much at- 

tention to myſelf—they are the ſhrieks of @ 

ir]. She has inadvertently failed in executing; 
the will of her miſtreſs, and yonder ſhe ſtands, 
faſtened by her wriſts to a tree, cringing from 
the Haſh; and writhing in bloody and killing 
/ ITE SEL OPM, 


© From this inſtance ſhould we conſider: the nz” 
tives of Africa, it might truly be ſaid, they are in 
a miſerable ſtate-in their own country. They are 
without protection: without the advantage of juſt 
laus, or liberal ſentiments: expoſed to the tyran- 
ny of kings, and to barbarous cuſtoms. But 
' theſe oonſiderations, inſtead of juſtifying the ſlave- 
1 trade, are an argument againſt it. If the inhabi- 
4 | rants of Africa ſuffer much from themſelves, it is 
1 wrong to enhance their calamities. Becauſe a. 
perſon has the conſumption and leproſy, ſhall Wwe 
bring upon him lunacy and the plague? Becauſe. 
a particular climate nurtures fevers and catarrhs, 
mall it be infeſted with dropſies, and poiſons, and 
8 . er 
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exery thing fatal? If the Africans, ſuffer many 
evils in their native country, it is a reaſon for at- 


tempting to alleviate them; bur not fo ers 
ee Wa 


& - 


- a" 7 ' 


M's towns. "have been digvrbed, "many a. 


wills, haye been reduced to wretchedneſs, by this 


trade, Who . e have ee had 1455 not 
en. ar ws, 


f 
6 r L * OA 'X, 
e * * 


"Lat us s conſider a village i in N It is even- 


ing, and the heavens are clothed with clouds. 


The village is in peace. The inhabitants are 


Ypmbering without ſuſpi picion, and in filent repoſe. 7 


ut the yell of rapine Nawas them they ſtare 


from ſleep. See them flying through the ſtreets, 


the town in , flames! How they rave, torn with 
. Hmpathy, and agitated with all the horrors of 
- death ! See a number of them taken, and-boynd, 
and carried to the ſea, and laid in irons in a crowded 
* ſhip. Theſe let us leave, and attend to thoſe who 


remain in the country. Turned from their dwel- 


uf bereayed of their friends, by captivity 


faughter—all their intereſt laid in ruins, 
they become deſperate. The gentleneſs which 


formerly tempered their character ceaſes; they 
"me 0 to ee . and t execute re: 


Tr circumſtances have vita repeatedly ex- f 


emplified. They are atteſted by witneſſes on their 
own knowledge. I cannot wiſh to exaggerate the 
account, for 1 diſcourſe of brethren 0 brethren.— 
Ir is my y only object EONS truth, and repreſent 
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claims and duties of members of the ſume f. 
mily. „ „„ . A; 


Tr is of importance that we conſider the oppreY- 
ſion which the natives of Africa have undergone, 


and ſtill undergo, .in their own | country, and on 


the ſea, and in places to which they are exported, 
that we may not aſſent to their ſufferings ; hut en- 


-deavour to prevent them. Our duty implies more 
than that we do not cauſe their ſufferings : for if 


we forbear to deliver them, either through wilful 1 7 | 
2 


norance or cold neglect, Gob, who pondereth 


heart, confidereth it be wwho ke! eth the foul know-- 


eib it, and will render to every one according to his 
Works. bi : . ” : Sa 4 ; F : 4 5 * 2 


Ix is of importance that we conſider the ſtate 


of the Africans, that, while we ſympathize with 
them, we may not be tao much attached to the 
fruit of their labours. Bn . 
Were we to refuſe whatever reſults from the la- 


bours of the oppreſſed, we might find it necefiary, 
e ſpeaks, to go from 


with thoſe of whom the Apoſt 
the world. Not that oppreſſion is neceſſary ; but 
the articles of living, in inſtances too numerous 


» 
4 


to be avoided, are obtained in an oppreſſive way. 


From our relation to ſociety, we cannot but partake 
of enjoyments the reſult of this evil. Should we 


» 


_. diſclaim 


Not only the authenticity of the ſcriptures ag an hiftory; but 

the plan of the ſcriptures as a ſyſtem, depends on the doctrine, that 
mankind deſcended from the ſame firſt parents. We are likewiſe 
informed, that perſons of all tribes and nations ſhall finally com- 


4 


Poſe one family in heaven. How incongruous with each of theſe. 


ideas is the treatment given to the Africans ? Their ſufferings are 


an abuſe of our mutual relation either to Adam or to Chriſt; ara a 


violation both of humanity and of religion, 
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A rxink; in cleth and 8 8 re 
eee rn? 5d 4 LID. WL ner; 20) aft 
Tn.3 is a es. for eee in all eur en- 
joyments and deſires. But in caſes where ſevere 
eppremon exiſts,” the reaſons for this virtue are of 
more weight. We ſhould be Peeuliar ly ca 
of 'extravagancy, when the päverty of others 
sur riches: peküliarly cautious: ol drew erane 
N the lar of others are our Os 


[FivatLy it is of importance to confi the ful: 
| cen of the Africans, that juſtice may be done 
them: that they may be protected, and affiſted; and 
inſtructed and learn, from the example of thoſe. 
who have enjoyed higher e to e | 
5 1 and exerciſe region. . 3 
. 3 
| II is, doubtleſs, the duty of that afflicded x peo- 
ple to be humble Ander the hand of Almighty 
God: not to murmur gt ne frowns of his Provi- 
dence; but to conſider thgę cauſe of his cantending _ 
with them, and fulfil the duties of their providential 
ſtate, rather than of © one in WICH wy TIN 2 7 15 7 
live. | ; „ 


On atk eee be Led ;opercialty woke. 


Thoſe in ſufferings, who are humble, and patient, | 


and obedienr, ſhall be delivered; but a different 
9 cemper. will cauſe a eee of calamities. 


Mar 885 N our minds wh the import- — 


ane of the ſubject to which we have attended. 
May he ſecure us from puniſhments, which will 
be inflicted « on ole N 10 e per- 

| : 19 ons... 
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